
OSPHC Monthly Members Meeting 
May 14th, 2009 – 7pm 
LaForge – Newport, RI 
 
 
Meeting opening and welcome from Sandy Clendenny. 
Sandy opened the meeting by welcoming members, new and old, then asking for the 
attendees patience in this first club meeting conducted by the new Board of Directors. 
Then, it was time for a team drink (hoo-wah).  
 
Shaw’s Community Rewards Program 
Sandy first asked if everyone had received the email she had sent regarding the new 
Shaw’s program, then proceeded to explain its benefits and how to sign up.  
Pat Adams asked if there was a phone number or some sort of help with signing up 
should it be needed. Yes – (877) 742-9767 
Sandy also explained that you can split your earnings equally between up to 4 charities 
should you wish to do so. 
As you might be reading this online, the important information needed to sign up is:  
Sign up page: http://www.shaws.com/communityrewards.html  
OSPHC ID: 49001021076 
Basic detail of program: Shop on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays, scan your card 
and earn 1% of your shopping total for the club to distribute to Ocean State Paradise 
Charities – all YOU have to do is sign up and shop like you usually would.  
 
Relay for Life 
Sandy asked for a show of hands from those who were planning on going.  
Julie LeBlanc displayed the quilt and reminded the club that raffle tickets are still 
available.  
Sheila Sosnowski asked if camping would be allowed. Yes.  
Cheryl Bagana added that for 2 PHIP sanctioned events, Alzheimers and Relay for Life, 3 
points are awarded to participants.  
 
Hugs and Halos Silent Auction 
Sandy requested items for a basket that will be auctioned off at Newport Chowder Cook 
Off. Charlene Shoener will be collecting items at the PawSox game or you can contact 
her drectly by email.  
 
Brian Wooley 
Sandy mentioned that the presentation of the WalMart donation had been re-scheduled to 
June 2nd at Cyd’s in New Bedford. She also clarified that the donation was $1000.  
 
Ronald McDonald House 
Sandy explained the Ronald McDonald House program and mentioned that the sign up 
sheet was available.  
 
 



Presentation of Lifetime Achievement Award to Paul Folkins 
CJ Adams and Charlene Shoener presented a lifetime achievement award to Paul for all 
of his participation and charitable contributions to OSPHC. Plaque was presented by 
Charlene and CJ along with mention that Paul is now a member for life and will not have 
to pay dues in future years. Additionally, CJ mentioned that the club picked up Paul’s tab 
at the Margaritaville Hello/Goodbye party in April. Standing ovation for Paul from 
attendees.  
 
Newport Chowder Cook Off 
Bugsy Bagana took the stage to remind us all that June 6th is the annual Newport 
Chowder Cook Off and that we could still use volunteers for the PM shift. He explained 
likely duties (passing out soda, passing out voting ballots, etc) and also mentioned dress 
code is to be tropical shirts with beige/khaki shorts or pants. He mentioned he would be 
sending an email with details as well.  
CJ Adams asked: Do volunteers get in free? Why, yes – they do! They also get to eat free 
chowder while they’re there!  
Bugsy added that parking for this event can be tough and we all should keep that in mind.  
Julie LeBlanc mentioned that it may be free to park at Fort Adams if you have RI plates.   
Kerry Burns asked if it was vegetarian friendly. No, not really.  
 
Website Update 
Jeff Elder announced that he had taken on the task of maintaining osphc.com. He stated 
that he had been going over the site the past week, getting things up to date welcomed 
suggestions and encouraged all to submit pictures for consideration. Additionally, he 
mentioned that the Minutes, Treasurer’s Report and Calendar, which had all previously 
been printed out and passed around the monthly meetings, will now be going green and 
will be available on our website the weekend following the meeting.  
Michele Rioux added that OSPHC needs a Facebook page.  
 
Points 
Jeff also announced a new initiative where, by submitting pictures for use on the website 
or quarterly newsletter (Mother Ocean’s Minutes), members would receive ½  (.50) point. 
He explained that this is a maximum  ½ point per month awarded to a member that 
submits a photo (and that photo is USED) for the website or in the newsletter. The half 
point is awarded regardless of how many pictures are submitted and used. Photos must be 
used to count. Send any pictures to me@jeffelder.us for consideration on website, 
cns21@verizon.net (Julie LeBlanc) for the Newsletter. An email will be going out stating 
these new point opportunities.  
 
Mother Ocean’s Minutes 
Jeff acknowledged Julie LeBlanc’s work on Mother Ocean’s Minutes and thanked her for 
doing such a great job.  A nice round of applause for Julie was given. He then mentioned 
the national PHIP newsletter contest and that she stands a good chance of winning. He 
mentioned that the next issue will be out July 1st and that submission deadline is June 
20th.   



Julie mentioned she is always to open to suggestions for the newsletter and welcomes the 
submissions. 
 
Membership Director 
Cheryl Bagana was introduced as the “Social Director No-More” and first brought up the 
fact that, if you are not receiving club emails, to be sure to email her with your correct 
email address and she will correct the situation. She welcomed guest Ena (sp?) from 
Newport and also welcomed new member Cheryl LaFazia. She then stated the new 
format for birthday acknowledgements. She will read the list and we are to hold applause 
until they are all read. We will then applaud and sing Happy Birthday.  She then read the 
list, we applauded and sang and Cheryl passed out cupcakes to the birthday boys and 
girls. 
 
Membership Renewals 
Cheryl reminded us that OSPHC membership renewals will be coming due in June.  
Paul Folkins suggested raising the dues and recommended it be discussed at next Board 
meeting.  
 
Golf Tournament  
Joe Vendittelli announced that it went before the Jamestown council, price will be the 
same this year and that more information will be coming soon regarding the event.   
 
The Key West Moose 
The lucky (?) winner of possession of the moose this month was Paul Folkins with ticket 
# 409092. After receiving the moose, Cheryl Bagana asked if we wanted to continue with 
the Moose drawings or not. By show of hands, it’s a yes. Possible penalty (humorous 
penalty) for those that don’t add a decoration to the moose was brought up. To be 
discussed more later.  
 
Badge Drawing 
This month, the winning number was… 409014 aka Jim Kenney! Jim won a gift 
certificate to Trinity Brewhouse.  
 
Social Agenda 
Mike Sheehan first asked, “who has the 2nd tent?” Still, no one knows. However, Paul 
Folkins mentioned that he does have one. Mike announced that he will be putting 
together social committees and needs volunteers.  
 
Tailgate 
First committee will be for the upcoming tailgate. Tailgate theme to be Summer School. 
Main tailgate party focus will be on the Saturday show.  
Jim Kenney suggested Domino College props 
Julie LeBlanc mentioned doing school photos / class pictures 
Pat Adams suggested bringing old school pictures of ourselves 
Pat Adams also asked where we would be meeting. TBD, but we will likely do as 
previous years and meeting at a rest stop near Mansfield.  



 
Club Flag 
Mike suggested a new club flag and mentioned gathering prices. Most seemed to agree 
that a new flag would be nice. However, there were a few quiet rumbles with minor 
concerns over the price. Project will continue to be explored.  
 
Birthday Party at the PawSox Game 
Reminder of date. Tailgate to start around Noon.  
2 extra tickets are available for the game. See Jim or Linda Kenney if interested.  
 
Century House Event 
Bugsy announced that Tom from Nautical Whalers are holding a fundraiser for the 
church he attends ( They need a new roof) The fundraiser is a dinner/dance at the Century 
House in Acushnet, MA with the BaHa Brothers. They need 150 to fill the room and have 
said that if we, the OSPHC, take a table of 10, he will buy us the 1st round. Date is May 
29th and it is $35 per person. Contact Bugsy  (rabagana@yahoo.com) for details.  
 
Bay Queen Cruise 
Mike Sheehan asked if there would be any interest in doing a Bay Queen themed cruise? 
Parrot Bay (tribute band) are going to be doing one soon. More information on the event 
to be provided at next meeting.  
 
Calendar Events 
Mike continued reading the calendar events.  
Massacoustics in Taunton – Pat Adams mentioned that she is checking with the promoter 
on pre-sale ticket information 
 
Relay for Life Event 
Michele Rioux told us about her friend, Brian Foley, and how he had asked all of his 
friends to do Relay for Life for him this year. Michele is doing a fundraiser at Bar 908. ½ 
of funds raised to RI Relay, rest to Brian’s Relay. Event is Friday, May 22nd at 5pm. She 
could use any and all volunteer help. No admission charge if you help her out.  
 
New Charity Format for Events 
John O’Conner explained that charitable recipients will now be decided by pulling from a 
hat. He presented this as a way to be fair to all of the different club members favorite 
charities. He told attendees to be thinking of what their charity of choice and that we will 
be collecting those ideas at the next meeting. This excludes PHIP sanctioned events like 
Relay for Life, etc. An official email with all the details will be sent to membership with 
details.  
 
Next Charitable Collection 
Mike Sheehan announced that next meeting we will be collecting for a Pet Charity. 
Which one is TBD, possibly multiple recipients if we collect enough. Lisa Sheehan is to 
co-ordinate the collection. An email is to come soon with detail.  
 



 
 
Club Banner 
Nancy Heron announced that the club is exploring a new banner as the current one is 
pretty outdated. She mentioned that the design is open to suggestions and encouraged 
members to bring design ideas to the next meeting.  
 
Meeting Close 
Sandy asked if anyone had anything else to add… 
 
Jimmy Kenney mentioned upcoming Yankee Jack and Amy Lee shows. Also, mentioned 
that he did the artwork for the new Yankee Jack CD!  
Jeff Elder asked Jimmy to email the info to him, Jeff will forward to Mike Sheehan for 
social use. 
 
Jim Kenney mentioned Atlanta PHC Cruise May 18th, 2010. Said to be sure to register 
soon as it will fill up fast. He also mentioned Sweet Melissa will be playing at Sandbar on 
June 4th.  
 
Margaritaville Mohegan Sun Receipt Program 
Mike Sheehan announced winning receipt – Jeff Elder  
 
Team Drink – Meeting closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

DATE ACTIVITY  DEBIT   CREDIT   TOTAL  
9-Apr-09 ck 162 plaques  $301.74 $(301.74) 
9-Apr-09 ck 163 election exp  $42.00 $(343.74) 
9-Apr-09 ck 164 hello goodby  exp $195.93 $(539.67) 

13-Apr-09 
deposit  paw sox tix 
&buffett tix $1,587.00  $1,047.33 

13-Apr-09 ck 165 trans funds to 501-c-3 $345.00 $702.33 
20-Apr-09 ck 166 election exp  $45.76 $656.57 

 
 
 



 


